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Background 
 
 
HIV and Education 
 
In recent years, a strong body of evidence has progressively emerged highlighting the 
importance the education sector plays in increasing knowledge on HIV and in preventing 
the kinds of behavior that promote its spread. Children of school-age have the lowest 
HIV infection rates of any population sector. Even in the worst affected countries, the 
vast majority of schoolchildren are not infected. For these children, there is a window of 
hope, a chance to live a life free from AIDS, if they can acquire knowledge, skills, and 
values that will help protect them as they grow up. Providing young people, especially 
girls, with the social vaccine of education offers them a real chance of a productive life 
(World Bank, 2002). The Global Campaign for Education has estimated that some 7 
million cases of HIV could be avoided by the achievement of Education for All (EFA) 
(GCE, 2004). Studies in South Africa (Hargreaves et al. 2007; Bärnighausen et al. 2007) 
and Uganda (de Walque 2002; and de Walque et al. 2005) have shown that one additional 
year of schooling can lead to a 7% and 6.7% reduction in the risk of infection 
respectively. In Uganda this reduction in risk was particularly evident among young 
women. 
 
Evidence further shows that education also has a role to play in reducing stigma and 
discrimination even if it is purely the provision of knowledge rather than skills-based 
health education.  
 
Not only is education important for preventing HIV; preventing HIV is also essential for 
education (Kelly, 2000). As governments have responded at the national level to HIV, 
adult HIV prevalence in many countries in East Africa have either stabilized or begun to 
decline. In West and Central African countries, a similar trend is witnessed where adult 
HIV prevalence has remained stable overall with signs of declining HIV prevalence in an 
increasing number of countries. Notwithstanding the above encouraging trends, HIV 
which has affected supply, demand, and quality of education in many countries has also 
limited the capacity of education sectors to achieve EFA, and of countries to achieve 
their targets towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 
 
Accelerating the education sector response to HIV 
 
The role of the education sector in the multi-sectoral response to HIV was given new 
impetus by some key events in Africa around the millennium, in particular the 1999 
Lusaka International Congress on HIV and STDs in Africa, the EFA Regional Meeting 
in Johannesburg, and the Dakar World Education Forum. The sector became 
increasingly recognized as playing a key ‘external’ role in prevention and in reducing 
stigma and discrimination, and an important ‘internal’ role in providing access to care, 
treatment and support for teachers and staff, a group that in many countries represents 
more than 60% of the public sector workforce. 
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In 2002, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) Inter-Agency 
Task Team (IATT) on Education established a Working Group – known as the 
‘Accelerate Initiative Working Group’ – to address these challenges and support 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa as they ‘accelerate the education sector response to 
HIV&AIDS’. The philosophy of the Accelerate Initiative has always been to promote 
country-led planning and implementation, informed by regional and national, proven 
examples of good practice. This is intended to lead to the establishment of programs 
with strong local ownership, capable of accessing suitable funding and implementation at 
all levels of the education sector.   
 
African Networks of Ministry of Education HIV Focal Points  
 
In response to an expressed demand at the national and regional levels for the 
establishment of concrete mechanisms for exchanging information and experiences 
among neighboring countries facing similar operational challenges, the Accelerate 
Initiative has facilitated the formation of regional Networks for HIV Focal Points. The 
Networks are made up of members who have been officially appointed by the different 
Ministers of Education to serve as HIV Focal Points, providing a framework for 
consultation, exchange, and sharing of experiences and expertise among actors in the 
field of HIV. 
 
The Networks have become not only conduits for sharing information, but also political 
structures that now determine the sub-regional sectoral agenda. Over the past 5 years, 
four Networks for HIV Focal Points have been successfully established under the 
auspices of the various Regional Economic Communities of the African Union. These 
Networks are:  
 

i. Education Sector Network of HIV Focal Points for the Economic 
Community of Western African States and Mauritania: Established and 
launched in December 2004 under the auspices of the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS). The participating countries are: Benin; Burkina 
Faso; Cape Verde; Côte d’Ivoire; The Gambia; Ghana; Guinea; Guinea-Bissau; 
Liberia; Mali; Mauritania; Niger; Nigeria; Senegal; Sierra Leone; and Togo.  

 
ii. Education Sector Network of Bifocal Points for Eastern Africa: Established 

and launched in December 2005 under the auspices of sub-Regional Economic 
Communities such as the East African Community (EAC) and the Southern 
African Development Community (SADC). The participating countries are: 
Burundi; Eritrea; Ethiopia; Kenya; Malawi; Mozambique; Rwanda; Uganda; United 
Republic of Tanzania; and Zambia.  

 
iii. Education Sector Network of HIV Focal Points for Central Africa: 

Established and launched in October 2006 under the auspices of the Economic 
Community of Central African States (ECCAS). The participating countries are: 
Cameroon; Central African Republic (CAR); Chad; Congo; Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC); Equatorial Guinea; Gabon; and São Tomé and Príncipe. 

 
iv. Education Sector Network of HIV Focal Points for Lusophone Africa: 

Established in 2004 under the auspices of the Países Africanos de Língua Oficial 
Portuguesa, the Portuguese-speaking African Countries (PALOPS). The 
composition of this Network is based on language and because of this these 
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countries also belong to other Networks based on their geographical locations. The 
participating countries are: Angola; Cape Verde; Guinea-Bissau; Mozambique; and 
São Tomé and Príncipe. 

 
Since launching, these Networks of Ministry of Education HIV Focal Points have rapidly 
taken ownership of the Accelerate Initiative such that the term ‘Accelerate Initiative’ is 
now taken to refer to the activities at regional, sub-regional and national levels that the 
Focal Points initiate within their Networks under the auspices of the Regional Economic 
Communities of the African Union. Dialogue between the Networks and development 
partners is emerging as an important determinant for the way forward.  
 
The 37 countries within these Networks are responsible for 200.2 million school-age 
children and 2.6 million teachers. If effective, the Accelerate efforts to date have the 
potential to benefit 85.5% of school-age children and 74.3% of primary and secondary 
schoolteachers in sub-Saharan Africa. 
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The Annual Meeting 
 
 
Attendance 
 
The Accelerate process has been facilitated by a number of inter- and intra-Network 
information sharing meetings and activities that have been organized since 2002. Since 
2005, an annual Africa-wide inter-Network meeting has taken place where all the 
Networks come together to advocate; share information about country level responses 
and promising practices; identify available opportunities for resources and partnerships, 
and review and develop annual plans for Network-led activities.   
 
The 3rd Annual Meeting was conducted from the 3rd to 6th December 2008, a period that 
coincided with the International Conference on AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA) 2008. 
This meeting was hosted by the Senegal Ministry of Education (Appendix 1). The 
meeting was attended by over 50 participants from over 30 countries from all three of 
the geographically defined Focal Point Networks (Appendix 2). They included the 
Ministry of Education Focal Points for HIV, Teacher Unions and Associations of 
Teachers Living with HIV. For the first time there was specific representation from the 
Southern African countries (i.e. Swaziland and South Africa) that were present as 
observers to exchange experiences and explore possibilities of forming similar Networks 
in their sub-region. 
 
Representatives also participated from: the Kenya Network of Positive Teachers 
(KENEPOTE); the Regional Economic Communities of ECOWAS and the East Africa 
Community; UNAIDS; the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO − Paris, BREDA, and Africa region); the World Health 
Organization (WHO − Geneva, and AFRO); the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF); the UNAIDS IATT on Education; the Fast Track Initiative (FTI) Secretariat; 
the Federation of Teachers Unions (Education International − EI); the London School 
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (malaria in schools program, and school health 
promotion program); Deworm the World; the Partnership for Child Development 
(PCD); and the World Bank (AIDS Campaign Team for Africa, and Education Network 
Team). 
 
Purpose of the Meeting 
 
The goal of this meeting was to promote the role of the Networks within their respective 
sub-regions, strengthen their relationship with their respective Regional Economic 
Communities (RECs) as well as strengthen the education sector response to HIV 
throughout sub-Sahara Africa.  
 
Six specific objectives for the meeting were agreed: 
 

i) To provide a forum for Focal Points from the different sub-regions to share their 
experiences and lessons learnt from their programs in relation to the general 
response of the education sector to the HIV epidemic. 
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ii) To provide a forum for the RECs to highlight their strategies to supporting and 
maintaining the Networks.  

iii) To launch a book and film about teachers living positively with HIV. 
iv) To promote an understanding of how HIV can be integrated into Education 

Sector Plans within the EFA/FTI framework. 
v) To explore ways of improving existing Networks and linkages for improved access 

to information, resources and technical assistance.  
vi) To provide recommendations and the way forward especially the priorities for 

future action to strengthen the role of the Networks.  
vii) To strengthen the sub-regional Networks and facilitate the development of a sub-

regional Network for the hyper-endemic countries of Southern Africa. 
 
Day 1: Wednesday 3rd December 2008 
 
The role of some 122,000 teachers in sub-Saharan Africa living with HIV in addressing 
stigma was highlighted on screen on December 3rd, 2008, with the launching of Courage 
and Hope: African Teachers Living Positively With HIV. The documentary film is a 
collaborative project of the African Ministries of Education Networks of HIV Focal 
Points and the World Bank, produced by PCD and inspired by the World Bank-
produced book, Courage and Hope: Stories from teachers living with HIV in sub-Saharan Africa. 
The film was launched in a satellite session at the 2008 ICASA in Dakar, Senegal, and 
was simultaneously launched in Geneva at the UNAIDS Film Festival as part of 
UNAIDS activities for World AIDS Day 2008. 
  
All of the Focal Points attended ICASA sessions and the vast majority were present for 
the launching of Courage and Hope. The four teachers who appeared in the film were also 
present at the ICASA launch. The launch panel was chaired by Donald Bundy of the 
World Bank and Executive Producer of the film, with a panel including: M. Adama 
Diop, Ministry of Secondary and Higher Education, Senegal; Debrework Zewdie, Global 
HIV Program; Elizabeth Lule, ACTAfrica; Barbara de Zalduondo, UNAIDS; and Insa 
Diallo, representing EI and the Senegalese Committee of Education Unions against 
HIV/AIDS (COSSEL). Also present was Edouard Gueye, a Senegalese teacher living 
positively with HIV featured in the Courage and Hope book.    
 
Courage and Hope captures the candid stories of Beldina Atieno, Martin Mkung Ptoch, 
Jemimah Nindo, and Margaret Wambete of KENEPOTE. The stories of these four 
courageous teachers detail the challenges they faced once their positive status became 
public. These ranged from stigmatization to shunning and discrimination against them 
and their families. Yet, despite the hurdles the teachers faced, the film showed that by 
accessing effective care, support and antiretroviral (ARV) medicines, they were able to 
live, and to enjoy full and healthy lives.  
 
An estimated 200 participants attended the launch, with representatives of partner 
agencies and civil society groups including UNAIDS, UNESCO-BREDA, UNICEF, EI, 
the UNAIDS IATT on Education, and members of the local press and media sources. 
The launch included an audience-led Question-and-Answer session following the film 
screening. A press conference involving the teachers and panelists followed the launch. 
Feedback was overwhelmingly positive. Participants praised the teachers for their 
courageous actions in highlighting the need for teachers to get tested, know their status 
and seek counseling and treatment if needed. By raising awareness of the challenges 
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faced by teachers and others living with HIV, these teachers can help reduce the stigma 
of living positively.   
 
Following discussions initiated at the launch between the Kenyan teachers, Senegalese 
teachers and World Bank staff, a Working Group made up of seven volunteers was 
established for the creation of the Senegal Network for Teachers Living with HIV with 
support from UNESCO-BREDA, COSSEL, EI, KENEPOTE and the World Bank on 
8th December 2008. At the founding of the Working Group, the soon-to-be-established 
Network already had a membership of some 60 teachers living positively. 
 
Day 2: Thursday 4th December 2008 
 
On the second day of the meeting, the Networks held separate meetings for area-specific 
discussions. The day started with an opening ceremony followed by the Networks 
breaking up to discuss their specific issues. 
 
Opening Ceremony 
 
The meeting was officially opened by the Secretary General, Mr. Adama Aidara, of the 
Ministry of Education sitting in for the Senegal Minister of Education responsible for 
Maternal, Primary and Middle Education. Welcome remarks were also made by: Rachel 
Ogbe (Representative of the ECOWAS Commission); Aloyssius Chebet (Representative 
of the EAC); Vigdis Cristofoli (UNICEF Regional office: Dakar); Dr Abdoulaye Diarra 
(WHO-AFRO: Libreville, Gabon); Donald Bundy (World Bank: Washington D.C.); Insa 
Diallo (Education International); and Michael Beasley (PCD: UK). 
 
The following documents were also launched: 
 

••  The 2007 Focal Point Survey: A survey, conducted in 2007 by 341 Focal Points 
within the Central, Eastern and West Africa Networks, looks at: the 
implementation of school health and nutrition (SHN) and HIV&AIDS 
programming in the education sectors within the sub-regions; compares situational 
changes at regional levels; and views how countries have moved forward in their 
plans since their participation in the Accelerate Initiative.   

••  Accelerating the Education Sector Response to HIV&AIDS in sub-Saharan 
Africa: Five Years of Experience 2002 – 2007: A Review on the school health 
and HIV&AIDS activities undertaken by the sub-Saharan African Ministries of 
Education Focal Points with representatives from stakeholders and partners who 
participate in the Accelerate Initiative, to accelerate the education sector response 
to HIV&AIDS.  

••

                                                

  Courage and Hope: Stories from teachers living with HIV in sub-Saharan 
Africa: A book and documentary on the real life stories of 12 HIV-positive 
teachers recounting their experiences on discovering their HIV status and the 
impact imposed on their families, the community and to their professional lives. 
(See page 5 for further details.) 

 
1 The countries included in the survey were: Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, CAR, 
Chad, Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, DRC, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, 
Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Republic of Guinea, Rwanda, 
São Tomé & Príncipe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo, Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania (mainland 
and Zanzibar) and Zambia.  
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••  Malaria Control in Schools: A toolkit on effective education sector response 
to malaria: A toolkit designed to provide sector professionals, policymakers, and 
implementers of school health programs with practical up-to-date information to 
aid the effective implementation of country-led plans for school malaria programs. 
The toolkit helps educationalists, researchers, donors and non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), to determine priorities for funding and implementation. 
(See page 16 for further details.) 

••  Toolkit for Mainstreaming HIV and AIDS in the Education Sector: 
Guidelines for Development Cooperation Agencies: A toolkit designed to 
provide support to educational staff from development cooperation agencies to 
assess the progress of countries towards HIV&AIDS mainstreaming within the 
education sector; to identify entry points; and to establish priorities for advocacy 
and action. 

 
Current Situation at the Sub-Regional Level 
 
The Networks met separately in order to discuss the current situation in each country, 
but more importantly, to review their 2008 Action Plans, elaborate their 2009 Action 
Plans and to discuss progress made so far as a Network.  
 
The Central Africa Network 
Country presentations were made by Cameroon, Chad, Congo, DRC, and Gabon. 
 
In general, nearly all the countries in the sub-region have integrated HIV into their 
curricula at the Early Child Development, primary, and secondary levels as well as within 
Teacher Training Colleges. This has been done within the framework of a CEMAC 
(Commission de la Communauté Economique et Monétaire de l’Afrique) project, 
supported financially by the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and 
implemented by UNESCO-Yaoundé office. Though DRC is not part of CEMAC, it has 
been able to integrate HIV into the curricula for primary, secondary and Teacher 
Training Colleges with support from the World Bank which made it possible for them to 
attend the project workshop. Not all the countries have teachers trained to use the HIV 
curricula.  
 
In most of the countries within the sub-region, there are strategic plans but few, if any, 
sectoral HIV policy documents. Additionally, there are no clear policies for out-of-school 
school-age children.  
 
Further information on activities being implemented and also planned/deemed necessary 
at country level, can be found in Appendix 3. A presentation of region-specific HIV 
prevention education materials was also made. 
 
At a Network level, a review of the 2008 Network Plan of Action (developed during the 
2nd Annual meeting) was undertaken. Network members noted that not many of the 
proposed activities had been implemented; mostly due to the absence of financial 
resources for Network level activities. Notwithstanding the above, the commitment of 
the Ministries of Education to certain common initiatives across the sub-region is 
notable (e.g. the formal, written agreement to integrate HIV in all curricula signed by the 
Ministers of Education in the sub-region).  
 
The Network members reported having shared the Proceedings of the 2nd Network 
Meeting with the hierarchy of the Ministry of Education; particularly due to the inclusion 
of the Focal Point and Network Terms of Reference (TOR) (Appendix 4). None of the 
Focal Points had so far received feedback (although not much time had elapsed).  
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The TOR has not been shared with ECCAS but there was a representative of ECCAS 
present at the 2007 meeting where the TOR were elaborated and discussed. A meeting 
that had been planned to take place in DRC with ECCAS in attendance did not 
materialize due to a lack of resources. 
 
The Eastern Africa Network   
Following recommendations made during the 2nd Annual Meeting, efforts were made to 
more strongly engage with the countries of Southern Africa. To this end, and in order to 
increase both the depth and the breadth of activities of the Eastern Africa Network, 
Focal Points from Southern Africa were inviteted to participate in discussions of the 
Eastern Africa Network.  
 
Country presentations were made by Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, 
Tanzania, Zambia, and Zanzibar. Presentations were also made by South Africa and 
Swaziland.  
 
A number of common issues were raised. Key among these was the integration of HIV 
and SHN and the subsequent mainstreaming of both issues into the education sector 
plans and strategies.  
 
Access to quality education for orphans and vulnerable children was also raised as being 
significant for a number of countries in the sub-region and, in particular, the issue of 
scale was a concern (e.g. in Kenya, Malawi and Tanzania). Conditional cash transfers and 
their role in facilitating access to education were discussed.  
 
Stigma and issues of voluntary counseling and testing (VCT) for young people were also 
discussed as was the introduction of life skills into school curricula. In general, life skills 
are yet to be taught (and learnt) in a sustainable fashion. Some countries mentioned a 
need to introduce life skills as a stand alone subject and some preferred an integrated 
approach. In all cases, there was an agreed need to harmonize SHN and HIV within life 
skills and ensure that they are age-appropriate and complemented with 
parental/community education on the messages. 
 
All Network members (with the exception of Southern Africa) reported that they do not 
hold decision making positions within their ministries and, for this reason, are not always 
successful in negotiating for the inclusion of HIV and SHN in the education sector plans 
and budgets. In the case of South Africa where the Focal Points did have decision 
making authority, activities appeared to move faster.  
 
Various levels of support were reported at national, regional and district level HIV-
related activities.  
 
The Network has started to work within the RECs framework for sustainability, and 
there continues to be a need to catalyze linkages with the development partners in order 
to benefit from their different comparative advantages such as: expertise, knowledge and 
resources. 
 
The West Africa Network 
Country presentations were made by Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, The Gambia, Ghana, 
Guinea, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo.  
 
Across the Network, HIV is increasingly mainstreamed at scale into basic education 
systems and also other parts of the education sector. The response of the education 
sector is increasingly systematic; most countries now have policies, strategic plans and 
curricula that are printed and disseminated. Increasingly HIV responses are occurring 
holistically in the context of wider SHN activities. Across the Network, teacher training 
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is being prioritized and comprehensive curricular and co-curricular interventions are 
occurring in all countries. 
 
A number of activities occurred in 2008 in support of the Network’s objectives agreed at 
the 2nd Annual Meeting of the African Networks of Education Sector HIV Focal Points 
held in Nairobi, Kenya, in November 2007. Amongst these, the upgrading and 
strengthening of the Network’s website has acted to strengthen the Network’s ability to 
exchange experience and information (objective 1) and to promote best practice 
(objective 2). The Network’s objectives of promoting good practice (objective 2), 
providing information to the ECOWAS Conference of Ministers of Education (objective 
3) and enabling advocacy for the education sector’s role in responding to HIV (objective 
4) had been supported by the production of a number of publications during the year 
including a “Review of the Education Sector Response to HIV in Nigeria” and also 
inclusion of a number of West African case studies (i.e. from Nigeria and The Gambia) 
in the new “Sourcebook of HIV Prevention Programs Vol. 2”. The objective of 
reinforcing the capacity of Focal Points (objective 5) had been supported by attendance 
of Focal Points at a meeting held in Abuja in September, 2008 (see below) and also 
through participation of countries (i.e. Liberia and The Gambia) in the ‘4th Annual 
International Short Course on School Health, Nutrition and HIV Prevention’ held in 
Nairobi, Kenya in July, 2008.  
 
Highlights of the 2009 Network Work Plans 
After reviewing their 2008 Action Plans, the Networks met separately to develop their 
Work Plans for 2009. Key in these discussions was the formulation of a strategy on the 
way forward for each Network. The complete 2009 Work Plans for each Network can be 
found in Appendix 3. The following key actions were agreed within each Network for 
2009: 
 
The Central Africa Network 
• Produce and widely disseminate the minutes of the 2nd and 3rd Africa-Wide Annual 

Network Meetings. 
• More widely disseminate the Focal Point TOR developed in 2008 within Ministries 

of Education and stakeholder communities in order to support their adoption; 
especially concerning the response of the education sector to HIV, and strengthening 
care and support structures for learners and educators (particularly those living 
positively with HIV).  

• Share the Network TOR with ECCAS and CEMAC in order to support formal 
adoption of the TOR and elaboration of a sub-regional Work Plan to assist member 
States in responding to the pandemic (with a focus on sharing of information, 
development of technical skills, promotion of partnership, and mobilization of 
resources). 

• Strengthen the capacities of the Network members to better support the information 
sharing and exchange. As a first step, members will provide monthly updates on 
education sector HIV activities to the Network Coordinator.  

• Facilitate formation of a sub-regional Network of teachers living positively with HIV.  
• Effectively integrate Equatorial Guinea and São Tomé and Príncipe into the 

Network. 
• Advocate to Governments in the sub-region for the elaboration of sectoral HIV 

policies. 
• Organize an Annual Central Africa Focal Point Network Meeting. 
• Participate in the organization of an Africa-Wide Ministry of Education HIV Focal 

Point Network Meeting once every 2 years. 
 
The Eastern Africa Network 

 9



• Work towards the finalization of the sub-regional EAC led Situation Analysis 
Consultancy Report for presentation at the Technical Committee Meeting to be 
convened by the EAC Secretariat (Arusha) in March 2009.  

• Work with SADC towards an initial consultative meeting for member States of 
SADC by March 2009 to explore options for the development of a Southern Africa 
Ministry of Education HIV Focal Point Network. 

• Convene a meeting of sub-regional Development Partners by June 2009. 
• Liaise with the Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA) 

Secretariat (Tunis) on the possibility of linking the Network activities/reporting to 
the ADEA Structures and processes in order to enable multi-REC support and 
involvement in Network activities. A Concept Paper to be prepared and submitted to 
the ADEA Secretariat by April 2009. 

• Form thematic groups to facilitate more effective conduct of Network business, 
namely: 

••  Teachers living positively with HIV. 
••  Ensuring access to education for orphans and vulnerable children.  
••  Life skills design, teaching, monitoring and evaluation. 
••  Integration of HIV and SHN. 

• Convene an Annual Focal Point Network meeting to be preceded and guided by a 
one day meeting of the thematic groups listed above.  

• Arrange video-conferencing meetings for the Network with the support of the World 
Bank Country Offices.  

• Participate in the organization of an Africa-Wide Ministry of Education HIV Focal 
Point Network Meeting once every 2 years. Members proposed that this meeting be 
held 2 days before ICASA in order to enable Network members to attend ICASA 
and promote the education agenda there.  

 
The West Africa Network 
• Establish a Network Coordinating Committee and develop a TOR for its operation. 
• Explore options for more official/legal recognition of the Network and its 

Coordinating Committee.  
• Establish stronger linkages with ECOWAS by more widely sharing the Focal Point 

and Network TORs developed during the 2008 Annual Meeting.  
• Explore options for sub-regional level funding including potential EFA/FTI 

resources.  
 
Good Practices in the Sub-Regions 
 
The Networks identified a number of examples of good practice in their sub-regions.  
 
The Central Africa Network 
Cameroon: Integration of HIV into curricula at primary, secondary and teacher training 
levels. 
 
Chad: Elaboration of SHN and HIV Policy. 
 
Congo: Integration of HIV into curricula at primary, secondary and teacher training 
levels and teacher training in place to use the newly elaborated curricula.  
 
DRC: Elaboration of Sectoral HIV Policy.  
 
The Eastern Africa Network 
Eritrea: Situational Analysis of the health conditions of schoolchildren in Eritrea 
conducted (2002); A strategic plan for school-based delivery of health and nutrition 
services has been developed based on the situational analysis (2004); A training manual 
for teachers, supervisors, Parent Teacher Association (PTA) members has been 
developed (2004); Training of all school focal persons has been conducted at national, 
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regional and school levels; All schools in Eritrea have trained school health focal persons. 
Others are: Communication strategies like Behavior Change Communication (BCC), 
Rapid Results Initiative (RRI), and the Sara Communication Initiative (SCI) are practiced 
in schools; The life skills curriculum has been infused in the curriculum as a separate 
subject and is operational in upper elementary and beyond, up to Grade 12; and the 
Knowledge, Attitude, Behavior and Practice (KABP) survey on HIV&AIDS and life 
skills has been developed and is ready for sharing. 
 
Ethiopia: Development of an education national HIV&AIDS policy which comprises 
five strategic themes: Prevention; Mitigation, Care and Support of learners and teachers 
and staff living with HIV; Tertiary Education; Mainstreaming the Sector’s Response; and 
Research. The existing school curriculum which has been in place 15 years ago has been 
revised to include the HIV response content. In the previous curriculum, HIV education 
was integrated from Grades 3 to 12, but in the revised curriculum HIV education is now 
mainstreamed starting from Grade 1 up to Grade 12. School/community dialogue 
activities have been initiated to enhance the knowledge and skills of both the community 
and youths in school. This is facilitated by two teachers and two students.  
 
Kenya: Mainstreaming of HIV responses into the 23 investment programs of the Kenya 
Education Sector Support Program (KESSP); support to the education needs of ‘most 
vulnerable children’ (i.e. orphans and other vulnerable children) by providing: grants; 
developing a pertinent management handbook; providing uniforms; desks; shoes and 
sanitary towels for girls; establishing a databank of primary schools with high prevalent 
rates of ‘most vulnerable children’; and training of all managing the initiative. The 
government is also supporting an NGO of teachers living with HIV – KENEPOTE. 
The government has also made HIV life skills education an independent subject and is 
working towards making it an examinable subject. 
 
Malawi: The Ministry of Education, the Department for International Development 
(DFID) and the World Bank, jointly carried out an assessment on the HIV prevention 
and mitigation response in the education sector; the Ministry of Education has put in 
place HIV Focal Point persons in all the 34 education districts and 6 divisions complete 
with the TOR. The Ministry is also managing a contact directory for all Focal Point 
persons, and has trained all Focal Points in: proposal and report writing; resource 
mobilization; program implementation; and partnerships. The Malawi association of 
teachers living positively with HIV&AIDS - T’LIPO, is taking a lead in sensitizing other 
personnel in the education sector on the importance of VCT and positive living and 
behavior change. In addition, the Ministry has established a database of teachers living 
positively for efficient support to T’LIPO members with food and farm inputs for their 
gardens. The Ministry has made life skills education, a mandatory and compulsory 
subject at all levels. The Ministry has also developed a monitoring tool for HIV&AIDS 
to track the impact of HIV&AIDS on the education sector alongside the interventions 
and resources. 
 
Mozambique: Mozambique declared free primary education a move which will see an 
increase in ‘most vulnerable children’ in schools. A functional intra-education ministerial 
working group has been set up comprising of all the departmental Focal Points for HIV 
responses at national and provincial levels. These working groups are also attended by 
the development partners. There is the presence of a functional care and support 
arrangement for orphans and vulnerable children within the education sector.  There is 
also the presence of a primary school curriculum that integrates SHN and HIV education 
– pacheto basico. The Ministry is also implementing ‘Mundo Sem Segredos’ literally meaning 
the ‘world without secrets’, a radio programme for school-age children imparting HIV 
prevention education. 
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Rwanda: The Ministry of Education conducted a study on impact assessment of 
HIV&AIDS in schools; trained PTA members and local leaders on school health; 
directors of secondary schools were trained on trauma counseling. Further, the Ministry 
appointed and trained district school health Focal Points. The ministry also produced a 
training module for the teachers training colleges and provided access to all primary and 
secondary teachers. The Ministry of Education has initiated a radio program for pupils 
and students on HIV prevention education and has undertaken a capacity assessment for 
anti-AIDS clubs.  
 
Tanzania Mainland: The Tanzania Institute of Education has revised the curriculum to 
include HIV&AIDS Education from pre-primary to tertiary education level; training 
teaching on the HIV response content to secondary schoolteachers teaching subjects 
which include HIV&AIDS topics (i.e. Biology, Civics and General Studies); training of 
teachers for the visually impaired primary and secondary learners on teaching HIV 
prevention education; training of heads of secondary schools on effective monitoring of 
the implementation of the HIV response activities in their schools; and training of the 
Teacher Training Colleges’ tutors of subjects where HIV prevention education is 
included: in Civics and General Studies and similar training of all principals of the 
Teacher Training Colleges.  
 
Uganda: Integration of HIV responses into the Post-Primary Education and Training 
(PPET); development of PPET resource books for teachers and age-appropriate 
handbooks. Other practices include: the conduct of and HIV responsiveness audit of the 
secondary school curriculum; implementation of a pilot project on the Education Sector 
Work Place HIV/AIDS and the roll-out of the Work Place Program; and inclusion into 
the education sector’s main goals that guide programing and budgeting, accelerated 
responses to HIV and appointed Focal Point officers for each of the education sector’s 
departments. 
 
Zambia: The Ministry of Education has initiated to promote VCT, where teachers and 
their families in one particular district are brought together to access various health 
services in addition to VCT. Services offered include blood pressure checks, diabetes 
checks, dental checks, malaria checks and VCT among others. Furthermore, the Ministry 
initiated an antiretroviral therapy (ART) scheme with public hospitals where 5,000 
teachers are on ART and more than 140 teachers have been trained in ART education. 
The Ministry also formed support groups consisting of teachers living with HIV&AIDS 
who provide psychosocial support to one another and implement income-generation 
projects such as vegetable gardens and drama groups. The Ministry further provides food 
supplements to teachers who are living with HIV and has implemented a home-based 
care training program for teachers and other Ministry of Education staff. 
 
Zanzibar: The development of the education sector HIV strategy; inclusion of HIV 
content in the Zanzibar secondary school project; and appointment of HIV Focal Points 
at the district level. 
 
The West Africa Network 
Burkina Faso: Integration of emerging issues into the school curriculum (i.e. 
environmental education, water, sanitation and hygiene, and HIV). 
 
Cote d’Ivoire: HIV has been mainstreamed into primary education. 
 
The Gambia: Monitoring and evaluation indicators have been established for cluster 
schools to track the teaching of HIV. 
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Ghana: The HIV/AIDS Alert School Model framework ensures that schools are 
meeting a government approved list of “minimum standards”; a reproductive health 
certificate and diploma has been established at one Teacher Training College.  
 
Guinea: In-service training for classroom implementation of HIV-related activities in 
four regions have been set up where 15,432 teachers have already been trained. 
 
Liberia: Training of peer educators where 386 peer educators have been trained in the 
last year. 
 
Mali: An age-appropriate HIV communication strategy for students has been developed. 
 
Niger: Integration of HIV into the Teacher Training College Curriculum, and technical 
and vocational institutions.  
 
Nigeria: The establishment of support groups for teachers living positively with HIV in 
collaboration with the National Union of Teachers (NUT). 
 
Senegal: An operational plan and related assessment tool have been developed for the 
monitoring and evaluation of HIV teaching.  
 
Sierra Leone: The development of a  peer education manual on HIV.  
 
Togo: HIV has been mainstreamed into selected subjects (i.e. biology and social science) 
within the secondary level curriculum. 
 
Day 3: Friday 5th December 2008 

 
On this day, all the Networks came together to share experiences and lessons learned. 
Issues common to all the Networks were identified and discussed. Learning sessions 
were about SHN, HIV mainstreaming, financing of education sector HIV activities, 
EFA/FTI, as well as the role of development partners in the development of the 
Networks. 
 
Network Coordination and Communication 
It has been agreed that effective coordination is necessary for the Networks to function 
well. In addition, a key component of the Network TORs is to enable effective sub-
regional communication and information sharing. In light of this, Networks spent a 
significant time in exploring opportunities to better coordinate and communicate 
between their own members but also between different Networks.  
 
The Central Africa Network 
Two members (i.e. the Focal Points from Cameroon and DRC) were elected to 
informally coordinate the activities of the Network and to work with ECCAS to explore 
ways that ECCAS might support the Network. At the same time, Network members 
stressed the need for the Network to be recognized as a legal entity in some way. 
 
In order to enable more effective intra-Network communication and coordination the 
following activities were agreed upon: 
 

• Creation and dissemination of a biannual journal (hard and soft copy).  
• Conduction of study tours to better share information. 
• Strengthen internet communication between members where possible. 
• Use the Network sub-site on www.schoolsandhealth.org more effectively 

including the creation of a database of country activities.  
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• Adoption of a common framework for collection of information and data 
available (c.f. 2008 survey questionnaire). 

• Maintain a database on member country education sector responses to HIV 
within ECCAS. 

 
It was agreed by the Network that an annual meeting would be preferred with the Africa-
Wide Meeting taking place once every 2 years, to coincide with ICASA meetings. 
 
The Eastern Africa Network 
To provide for sustained inter-country engagement, the Network members decided that 
they would join various sub-groups, arranged by themes, within the Network. Each 
group will be led by one of the members, and all information will be shared across the 
entire Network. Thematic team leaders will be coordinated by the overall Network 
coordinator. The proposed themes include:  
 

i) SHN/HIV mainstreaming.  
ii) Strengthening multi-sectoral support to teachers living with HIV and orphans and 

vulnerable children.  
iii) Exploring life skills including: scope; position in the curriculum; and ensuring and 

assessing effective learning and teaching.  
 
The members proposed that the Network have an annual meeting, to be preceded by a 
one day meeting to enable the thematic sub-groups to meet first. Beginning in 2009, the 
Network meeting will run back-to-back with a meeting of Permanent Secretaries to 
sustain their awareness on the work and needs of the Network. It was proposed that an 
Africa-Wide Network Meeting be held once every 2 years in the context of ICASA.  
 
The countries of Southern Africa agreed to continue as part of the Eastern Africa 
Network until such time as a clear way forward is established for their participation in an 
independent Southern Africa Network.  
 
The Eastern Africa Network will use informal communication channels such as emails, 
phones etc.  The website www.schoolsandhealth.org will continue to be the main virtual 
channel of communication for the sub-region and the Network members will conduct 
virtual meetings thrice yearly. In addition to the use of informal communication 
channels, Network members agreed to use more formal channels of communication 
available within the framework of the RECs.   
 
The West Africa Network 
Members of the Network decided that their activities would be strengthened and enabled 
considerably by the formation of a coordinating committee. It was decided that the 
formation of such a committee should be the first priority of the 2009 Action Plan.  
 
The aims of the committee would be to: 
 

• Oversee coordination and monitoring of the Network’s activities. 
• Provide leadership and support for the implementation of Network programs in 

the region. 
 
It was agreed that the committee should serve for 2 years and that a new committee 
should be elected at the next ECOWAS meeting.  
 
The main activities of the committee will be to collaborate and work closely with 
Network members and sub-regional development partners in order to: 
 

• Coordinate and monitor the preparation and implementation of the Network’s 
annual Work Plan. 
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• Assist in the preparation of policies related to the Network. 
• Serve as a resource and referral for members of the Network. 
• Organize and supervise meetings of the Network in collaboration with partners. 
• Coordinate and mobilize support (i.e financial and technical) from development 

partners for the implementation of Network activities. 
• Prepare and submit quarterly/annual comprehensive progress reports to Network 

members and partners. 
• Encourage the effective utilization of Network websites by members. 
 

In all these activities, the committee will collaborate most closely with the partners that 
particularly support the Network including PCD, UNESCO-BREDA and the World 
Bank, and that these partners would serve as advisors to the committee. 
 
It was agreed that the following people would now serve on the committee: 
 
Chairperson:  Nigeria  
Vice Chairperson:  Republic of Guinea 
Treasurer:  Senegal 
Secretary General: The Gambia 
 
Relationships between the Networks and their Donors and Regional Economic 
Communities 
 
As a follow-up to the joint IATT-Network meeting within the 2nd Annual Africa-Wide 
Network Meeting, Network members discussed their relationship with development 
partners and how development partners and RECs might better support the activities of 
the Networks.  
 
The Central Africa Network 
The relationship between the Network and development partners was reported to have 
been minimal due to the fact that development partners work at country level and not at 
regional level. It was agreed however, that development partners have an important role 
to play; particularly concerning technical, material and financial support. In order to 
better facilitate development partners and Network interaction, it was agreed that the 
Network would need to be officially recognized as a legal entity. 
 
The Eastern Africa Network 
The Network members discussed the benefits of strengthening their linkages with 
development partners; in particular, the comparative advantage that partners would be 
able to provide to sustain the processes and the structure of the Network.  These include: 
their capacities to generate innovative ideas, information, experiences and expertise; their 
ability to generate and/or to mobilize human, material and financial resources to address 
the impact of HIV; and their capacity to sustain communication channels that are 
necessary for sustaining the Network.   
 
The Network identified key thematic areas that could be strengthened through linking 
with development partners. These include: support for the education needs of orphans 
and vulnerable children; integrating HIV into SHN and mainstreaming both in the 
education sector plans, budget, activities and monitoring and evaluation frameworks; 
strengthening multi-sectorality in support of orphans and vulnerable children, learners 
and teachers affected/infected with HIV; capacity building in the education sector; 
harmonization and strengthening the teaching and learning of life skills; sustaining 
community mobilization; strengthening the sub-regional Networks; conducting impact 
assessments; and strengthening knowledge generation for supporting country level FTI 
processes.  
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Finally, the members proposed that partnership between development partners and the 
Network could be sustained within the RECs frameworks; through formal and informal 
consultations and negotiations; by obtaining resources (i.e. financial, human and 
material); and by replicating the global UNAIDS IATT and FTI arrangements at the sub-
regional level, to be coordinated by the RECs. 
 
The West Africa Network 
Network members reported that in the past, ECOWAS has sought to provide support 
for the Network of Focal Points; for example the organization enabled a meeting of the 
ECOWAS Ministry of Education HIV Focal Points in Abuja, Nigeria, from 17th −19th 
September, 2008. Unfortunately, no budget is available to support Network activities in 
the current financial year. Members of the Network strongly invited ECOWAS to play a 
greater role in education sector-based efforts to prevent and mitigate the impact of HIV 
in the ECOWAS sub-region. In particular, it was felt that ECOWAS could play a critical 
role in enabling partnerships, and in the collection and dissemination of data and good 
practice.  
 
With respect to other development partners, members of the Network said that partners 
could play an important role in building the capacity of the Network, in enabling 
countries to develop budget lines for the activities of the Network and could also assist 
in enabling meetings of the regional and inter-regional Networks. 
 
Learning Sessions During the Meeting of All the Networks 
When all Networks met as a group, learning sessions about: integrating SHN; HIV 
within the education sector response; deworming; school-based malaria prevention; 
monitoring and evaluation of SHN activities; financing of education sector HIV 
activities; EFA/FTI; as well as about the role of development partners in the 
development of the Networks, were undertaken. These sessions were followed by 
discussions. 
 
Integrating SHN and HIV within the Education Sector Response 
Interventions that enable children to access, attend and stay at school are critical 
components of the education sector’s response to HIV. Amongst the most cost-effective 
of such interventions are SHN programs that include school-based delivery of health 
services, skills-based health education, provision of clean water and sanitation and health-
related school policies. For more information, please refer to the Focusing Resources on 
Effective School Health (FRESH) framework. As well as helping children stay in school, 
interventions on health and nutrition also play a direct role in enabling young people to 
remain uninfected by HIV – improved nutrition, acquisition of life skills, improved 
knowledge about health – all can play their part. In light of this, Network members 
requested that a portion of the 3rd Annual Meeting be devoted to learning more about 
SHN and a session be conducted on this subject.  
 
Malaria: Infection from malaria affects children’s ability to access and benefit from 
education. Until recently, the ability of the education sector to address malaria issues was 
thought to be limited. Dr. Simon Brooker of the London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine introduced to Focal Points a draft “Schools Malaria Toolkit” that details 
a wide range of different interventions and approaches that schools can employ to 
address the infection. A number of Focal Points agreed to review and comment on the 
draft toolkit. 
 
Deworming: Worm infections affect children’s ability to enroll, attend and stay at 
school, their cognitive function and IQ. Dr. Lesley Drake of Imperial College, London, 
spoke about a new initiative “Deworm the World” that is facilitating many sub-Saharan 
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African Ministry of Education countries2 to access drugs, technical expertise and training 
that can enable simple, highly effective deworming programs at national scale.  
 
In 2000, the FRESH framework was launched at the World Education Forum in Dakar, 
Senegal, with UNESCO, UNICEF, the World Food Programme (WFP), WHO and the 
World Bank among the early partners. The expanded commentary on the Dakar 
Framework for Action, which describes health as an input and condition necessary for learning, 
and the FRESH framework promoted a core group of cost-effective activities, including 
deworming, to deliver on the promise of EFA.  
 
Deworm the World is a global coalition of partners launched by the Young Global 
Leaders of the World Economic Forum, which has promoted understanding of the 
remarkable cost-effectiveness of school-based deworming as an education intervention. 
It is committed to WHOs target of regular administration of chemotherapy to at least 75% of all 
school-age children at risk of morbidity by 2010. 
 
Deworm the World is currently helping countries to develop large-scale, sustainable 
education sector-led deworming programs. During the Annual Meeting of the African 
Networks of Education Sector HIV Focal Points, a number of countries, including The 
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria, Senegal, and Sierra Leone expressed an 
interest in engaging with Deworm the World to support the implementation of school-
based deworming programs in their regions.  
 
Deworm the World will lend technical assistance to Focal Points and their country teams 
to develop plans, including: 
 

i..  As a first step for identifying geographic areas of concern − to use the ‘sub-Saharan 
African map of worm prevalence’ developed by Dr. Simon Brooker;  

i

ii..  the donation of pills; and  ii
iii.iii.

                                                

  technical capacity and training. 
 
Dr. Lesley Drake’s message was supported by Dr. Antonio Montressor from WHO, who 
spoke of the impact worms can have on children’s health and education and the support 
that WHO can provide to countries wishing to institute such programs. For further 
information please go to: http://www.dewormtheworld.org. 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation of SHN programs: This is often difficult for countries 
and agencies to achieve. Dr. Michael Beasley of PCD spoke about an initiative of more 
than 20 FRESH partner agencies to produce a Generic Monitoring and Evaluation Framework 
for School Health and Nutrition. The aim of the framework will be to provide countries with 
a simple menu of tools that will enable effective assessment of programs implemented. 
This session was in response to the wish of Focal Points during the 2007 annual meeting 
of Networks that requested that development partners as a group should propose 
suitable indicators for monitoring and evaluation of SHN. 
 
The need for effective evaluation of programs was underlined by Dr. David Ross of the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine who spoke about an impact 
evaluation undertaken of a school-based HIV prevention program conducted in 

 
2 Ethiopia; The Gambia; Ghana; Guinea; Kenya; Liberia; Mozambique; Nigeria; Senegal; Sierra Leone; 
Tanzania; and Zambia. 
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Tanzania “Mema kwa vijana”. The study underlined the fact that interventions cannot be 
presumed to have a positive impact on young people’s attitudes and behavior and that if 
resources are to be employed well, careful evaluation of activities are vital. 
 
Assessing World Bank Financing for Education Sector Initiatives on HIV  
This session was presented by ActAfrica. It was noted that 39% of World Bank financed 
projects that addressed HIV as a component was within the education sector. The roles 
of the different Ministers of Finance and the Country Directors were important in the 
allocation of World Bank resources - the Minister of Finance proposed that the World 
Bank financing and the Country Directors negotiate with the Ministers of Finance within 
the frameworks of: the Country Assistance Strategy (CAS); the Medium Term 
Expenditure Framework (MTEF); and the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP).  
 
The processes that the Ministry of Education Focal Points could use to access the World 
Bank funds included the following: 
 

••  The Focal Points can take part in the preparation of new World Bank financed 
education projects to ensure that HIV is mainstreamed into the project. 

••  The Focal Points and the Ministry of Education authorities can review existing 
education sector projects, PRSP and justify to the Ministry of Finance why there 
should be reallocation of funds to take care of HIV (i.e. to convince the Ministry 
of Finance on the strategic importance of addressing HIV&AIDS in the education 
sector). 

••  The Focal Points can also take part in the preparation of new national HIV 
projects by either the World Bank (i.e. the National AIDS Commission -NAC), the 
Global fund (i.e. Country Coordinating Mechanism - CCM), the Ministry of 
Health, as well as with partners like UNAIDS. 

 
The EFA/FTI Process 
Robert Prouty, the Head of the EFA/FTI Secretariat gave a presentation on how 
countries can access FTI resources to strengthen their SHN and HIV programs. He 
noted the need and interest in working across sectoral boundaries and in ensuring 
country level demand, since the FTI partnership emphasizes country level responsibility 
for defining financing and policy priorities.  This is of particular interest as recent analysis 
indicates that few governments have developed education sector plans with well-
elaborated components on HIV&AIDS. 
 
The importance of liaison with the Local Education Group for both financial and 
technical support was stressed. 
 
Funds available to the education sector through the FTI partnership include the 
following:  
 

(i) Domestic resources;  
(ii) bilateral and multilateral donors (including the International Development 

Association − IDA);  
(iii) donors (including private sector donors) and foundations; and  
(iv) the FTI Catalytic Fund. 

 
Day 4: Saturday 6th December 2008 
 
As a follow-up to discussions on day 3, this day was devoted to the exploration of the 
role that EFA/FTI funds can play in accelerating the education sector responses to HIV 
and strengthening SHN within sub-Saharan Africa.  
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The Head of the EFA/FTI Secretariat explained the three FTI-managed Trust Funds 
through which the Africa region may receive support: the Education Program 
Development Fund (EPDF) which provides capacity development and knowledge 
sharing support; the Catalytic Fund which provides substantive long-term support for 
program implementation; and the Education Transition Fund, a new source of funding 
to be managed by UNICEF for countries emerging from conflict or presenting other 
challenges preventing development of a fully-fledged education sector planning process.  
 
Focal Points were then given a chance to ask practical questions. The discussions that 
followed the presentation focused on how countries and the Networks could access FTI 
support and funds.  
 
The following actions were recommended: 
 

• For FTI endorsed countries, Focal Points should obtain a copy of their Education 
Sector Plan (ESP), review it for SHN and HIV components, and ensure that 
current implementation of the ESP is effective. If there is no SHN and HIV 
component, Focal Points should meet with relevant authorities to discuss inclusion 
of such a component during the yearly review which takes place in all FTI partner 
countries. 

• For countries not FTI endorsed, – Focal Points should inform relevant authorities 
of the FTI, and encourage them to consider requesting FTI support. In a situation 
where there is no ESP, the country could apply for EPDF to assist with the 
elaboration of an ESP and subsequent endorsement. Focal Points should consult 
the World Bank sub-regional SHN and HIV Coordinators for guidance on relevant 
World Bank processes. 

• Regarding provision of support to the Networks as independent entities, it was 
agreed that the World Bank sub-regional SHN and HIV Coordinators would 
further discuss and explore possibilities on how to approach FTI for support and 
funding at sub-regional levels given that the FTI process is country-based. 

• The FTI Secretariat will send to the participants, through the World Bank regional 
SHN, HIV Coordinators, the list of FTI coordinating agencies in the different 
countries. 
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The Way Forward for 2009 
 

 
Conclusions 
Since the 2nd Africa-Wide Annual Focal Point Network Meeting significant steps forward 
have been made in the communication and coordination strategies employed by the 
Networks. Establishment of Coordinating Committees (e.g. West Africa and Mauritania 
Networks) and closer engagement with RECs (e.g. the sub-regional Situation Analysis of 
education sector activities in the member States of the EAC) are good practices that, 
ultimately, will lead to the more formal establishment and independent functioning of the 
Focal Point Networks.  
 
Issues common across the Networks remain. These include issues of organization and 
coordination where relationships with RECs are not always established but where 
informal coordinating mechanisms are observed. Informal communication pathways 
have been strengthened through the redevelopment of the Network sub-sites within the 
website: www.schoolsandhealth.org; however technology issues such as internet access 
still hamper some Focal Points in their efforts to more effectively network with their 
counterparts across their Network (e.g. Central Africa). Further interaction of the Focal 
Points via their Network sites (e.g. posting materials and updates) would cement informal 
communication pathways and support more formal communication.  
 
Ministries of Education have taken great strides in strengthening their response to HIV 
as demonstrated in Accelerating the Education Sector Response to HIV &AIDS in sub-Saharan 
Africa: Five Years of Experience, 2002 - 2007 and there is now a movement towards 
mainstreaming of HIV and SHN activities. Some Network members have made greater 
progress in this area than others. Guidance on how best to facilitate this process may be 
available at a sub-regional level and the model of the EAC member States Situation 
Anaylsis on education sector responses to HIV and SHN may be replicated further 
across the Eastern Network or in other Networks.  
 
Education sectors are now better accessing national HIV funding to accelerate their 
responses to the pandemic; however some funding streams are still not being fully 
accessed and throughout 2009, development partners have committed to work with 
Ministries of Education to explore these avenues. A significant step towards the formal 
establishment of the Networks would be availability of funding to better enable sub-
regional level activities. Discussion with the EFA/FTI Secretariat will be key in 2009 to 
exploring potential sources of funding to support sub-regional level activities.  
 
Recommendations Proposed and Adopted by the Focal Points 
The following recommendations were proposed and adopted by the Focal Points at the 
All-Africa Network Meeting held in Dakar, Senegal from 3rd to 6th December 2008. 
 
Networks 

• Networks should organize meetings to have a formal dialogue with the REC about 
the support required by the Network from the REC, as has recently been achieved 
by the ECOWAS Network. 

• The Accelerate facilitation team will work with the countries of Southern African 
and SADC to develop a discuss opportunities and options for the development of 
a similar Network of Focal Points in Southern Africa. The first step towards this 
should be the arrangement of an all-stakeholder meeting. To facilitate discussions 
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with member States of Southern Africa, the World Bank will engage in-country 
through its relevant Task Team Leaders.  

 
Focal Points 

• Review ESPs for SHN and HIV components, and ensure that current 
implementation of the ESP is effective. If there are no SHN and HIV 
components, Focal Points should meet with relevant authorities to discuss the 
inclusion of such components during the yearly review which takes place in all FTI 
partner countries. 

• In each country, Focal Points should meet with the development partner currently 
acting as the FTI coordinating agency for the education sector donor group to 
explain to the partner the existence of the Network,  what it does, and seek for 
assistance. Share the Focal Point and Network TOR as well as publications with 
the Local Education Group. For those countries that are not FTI endorsed, meet 
with the lead donor. 

• In each country, Focal Points should meet with the UNAIDS Country 
Coordinator to provide them with a detailed explanation of what the Network and 
Focal Points are doing within the education sector to respond to HIV. Share the 
Focal Point and Network TOR as well as publications with the UNAIDS Country 
Coordinator. 

• Share the TOR for Focal Points with the Ministries of Education authorities. 
• Based on the successful consequence of sharing the Courage and Hope film in 

Senegal during ICASA 2008 – the creation of a support network for positive 
teachers in Senegal – some of the Focal Points suggested using the Courage and 
Hope film to stimulate discussions in their countries. Focal Points should therefore 
use the film in their countries to advocate with the Ministry of Education for the 
formation of support networks. For a copy of the film, please contact the World 
Bank’s Education Advisory Services at eservice@worldbank.org. 

• Focal Points should share this report with Ministry of Education authorities to be 
used in advocacy efforts for greater financial support from the Ministry of Finance 
for school health, nutrition and HIV. 

 
Ministries of Education 

• In many countries, the education sector is not always recognized as playing an 
important role in health and HIV. Ministry of Education authorities should use 
this report to aid in advocacy efforts and requests to the Ministry of Finance for 
larger financial allocations to school health, nutrition and HIV. 

 
Regional Economic Communities  

• Representatives from the RECs who attended the meeting should facilitate 
dialogue with Networks, which can include the hosting of meetings of the 
Network Coordinating Committee. 

 
Development Partners  

• Support the dialogue between the Networks and the RECs by providing financial 
and material resources.  

• Work with the EFA/FTI Secretariat to explore the potential of funding supra-
national activities, including the role of the EPDF and the Catalytic Fund. 

• Provide technical and financial support to the Networks for annual and bi-annual 
Network meetings. 
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• To be responsive to national and regional dialogue between Focal Points and 
Networks. 

• The World Bank is requested to publish the report entitled Accelerating the Education 
Sector Response to HIV&AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa: Five Years of Experience, 2002 - 
2007 on behalf of the three Networks and to include the logos of the Networks, 
and to liaise with other development partners to include the logos of PCD, 
UNAIDS, UNESCO-BREDA, UNICEF, and the World Bank on the report.  

• Deworm the World will lend technical assistance to Focal Points and their country 
teams to develop plans to support the implementation of school-based deworming 
programs in their regions.  
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Appendices 
 

Appendix 1: Agenda and Timetable 
 

The Ministry of Education HIV Focal Points Meeting (Meeting of Networks 
of Focal Points): Hotel Ngor Diarama,  3rd − 6th December 2008 

  
Time Date and Activities Responsible 

Person 
Day 0:  Tuesday 2 December, 2008 

Throughout Arrival of participants (Focal Points, TLWH, NAC 
Representatives, Teacher Unions, and Economic Community 
Representatives) 
Meeting for the organizers of the meeting  

Fahma 

Day 1:  Wednesday 3 December, 2008 
8.00 − 11.30 Participation at ICASA sessions of choice  
11.30 – 12.30 Registration and preparation for satellite session Fahma 
13.00 – 16.00 Launch and Press Conference: Courage and Hope   Anthi, Tara, Lucy 
Throughout Arrival of participants (TLWH, NAC Representatives, Teacher 

Unions, and Economic Community Representatives) 
Fahma 

Day 2:  Thursday 4 December, 2008 
 CHAIR OF SESSION: SENEGAL 

Rapporteurs:  NIGERIA and SIERRA LEONE 
 

08.00 − 8.30 Welcome and introduction of participants PCD/ECOWAS/UNE
SCO/UNICEF/World 
Bank/Ministry of 
Education: Senegal 

08.30 – 8.45 Opening Ceremony Minister of Education 
08.45 – 9.00 Group photograph Anthi/Fahma 
 Networks move to their rooms for meetings   
09.00 – 9.15 Report from the Network Coordinator  Network Coordinator 
09.15 – 10.15 Brief Country presentations (5 minutes per country) and 

discussions for clarifications  
- Response to the Recommendations 
- New activities within the education sector  
- Achievements: ECOWAS Report 

Focal Points 

10.15 − 10.30 Coffee Break Hotel 
 CHAIR OF SESSION: GAMBIA 

Rapporteurs:  BURKINA FASO & NIGER 
 

10.30 – 10.40 Review of 2008 Plan of Actions Coordinator 
10.40 − 11.45 Development of the Action Plan of the Network for 2009 Facilitators 
11.45 − 12.15 Report and consolidation of the 2009 Work Plan Facilitators/Reporters 
12.15 − 12.30 Amending and adoption of Work Plan Participants 
12.30 − 13.00 Implementation of the 2009 Work Plan – Funding etc. Participants 
13.00 − 14.00 Lunch Break Hotel 
 CHAIR OF SESSION: GUINEA 

Rapporteurs:  LIBERIA  & GHANA 
 

14.00 − 15.00 Presentation by the REC – The regional situation of the support 
to the education sector.  

− Roles and responsibilities of the key development 
partners (presentation and discussions) 

ECOWAS 
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Time Date and Activities Responsible 
Person 

15.00 − 15.45 Group work: Redynamisation of Network Facilitators 
15.45 − 16.00 Plenary: Report of Group work (3 groups – 5 minutes each) Participants 
16.00 − 16.30 Coffee Break Hotel 
16.30 − 16.45 Official creation of the coordination team of the Network Participants 
16.45 − 17.45 Group work: Summary: Good practice in Region (4 thematic 

groups) 
Focal Points 

17.45 – 18.00 Preparation for next days General Meeting (Report for next day) 
and Closing for the day 

Focal Points 

Day 3:  Friday 5 December, 2008 
 CHAIR OF SESSION: SENEGAL  

Rapporteur:  CAMEROON and ZAMBIA 
 

08.00 – 08.30  Registration  
08.30 – 10.00 Plenary: Reporting back 

- Presentation and discussion of situation in countries since 
Nairobi 2007 (3 Networks - West, Eastern and Central 
Africa Networks) 

-  Situation from Southern Africa 

Focal Points 

10.00 – 10.30 Coffee Break Hotel 
 CHAIR OF SESSION:  MALAWI 

Rapporteur: DRC and BURKINA FASO 
 

10.30 – 12.30 School Health  
- Malaria toolkit 
- Deworming the World 
- Monitoring and evaluation of SHN, and HIV&AIDS 
- Tanzania - Presentation of results of “Mema kwa 

vijana”1 project 

Facilitators 

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch Break Hotel  
 CHAIR OF SESSION:  GHANA 

Rapporteur: KENYA and CHAD 
 

13.30 – 15.00 Discussions with development partners 
- EFA/FTI Secretariat 
- IATT 
- ActAfrica 
- UNESCO/Teacher Training in sub-Saharan Africa 

(TTISSA) 
- SADC 

EFA/FTI Secretariat 

15.00 – 16.00 Next Steps 
Group work: 
- Is an African-wide consultation a necessity? 
- What is needed for proper functioning of the Networks? 

Networks 

16.00 – 16.30 Coffee Break Hotel 
16.30 – 17.00  Reporting back from Group work Focal Points 
17.00 – 17.30 - Launching of reports: Accelerate Report; and Focal 

Point Survey Report 
 

17.30 Summary and Closing of Meeting Facilitators 
Day 4:  Saturday 6 December, 2008 

09.00 – 12.00 Meeting with the EFA/FTI Secretariat EFA/FTI Secretariat 
12.00 − 14.00 Individual country-specific discussions EFA/FTI Secretariat 

                                                 
1 An adolescent sexual and reproductive health program, working in schools, health facilities and 
communities in Mwanza Region, Tanzania. 
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Appendix 2: List of Participants  
 

List of  Participants for the Meeting of Networks of Ministry of Education 
HIV Focal Points: 3rd −  6th December, 2008, Dakar, Senegal 

 
 
I: FOCAL POINTS 

 
A. CENTRAL AFRICA NETWORK 

 
Angola 
Absent 
 
Cameroon 
Désiré AROGA 
PF VIH/SIDA MINEDVB 
Ministère de l’Education de Base 
Tel.  +237 776 193 30  

+237 999 702 38 
Email.  desir_aroga@yahoo.fr  
 
Elisabeth TENLEP 
PF VIH/SIDA MINESEC 
Tel.  +237 777 304 41 

+237 220 099 10 
Email. elitenlep@yahoo.fr  
 
Central African Republic 
Raymond M. SEKELA 
Ministère de l’Education Nationale ; 
BP : 35 Bangui, République Centrafricaine 
Tel. +236 61 74 16 
Fax. +236 61 41 50 
Email: raymondsek2006@yahoo.fr 
 
Chad 
Dermbaye MBAÏRO 
Coordinnateur CLS/REN 
Cellule de Lutte contre le VIH/SDA 
Ministère de l’Education Nationale (CLS/MEN) 
Secrétariat Général du Ministère de l’Education Nationale 
BP : 743 - N’djamena 
Tel.  +235 628 10 72 

+235 995 81 40 
Email.  mdermbaye@yahoo.fr  
 
Congo 
Clotilde MOUNTHOUD-BANTHOUD 
Coordinnatrice ULSMEPSA 
Ministère de l’Enseignement Primaire et Secondaire, Chargé de l’Alphabétisation 
7, rue Sangha la Poudrière 
Tel.  +242 551 95 51 

+242 653 24 35 
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Email.  mounthoud2003@yahoo.fr  
 
Andrée Sylvie BOULHOUD 
Coordinnatrice ULSMETP 
Ministère de l'Enseignement Technique et Professionnel 
Tel. +242 538 48 62  

+242 979 21 19 
Email.  sylandre2003@yahoo.fr 
 
DRC  
Kabala Christine NEPA NEPA 
Directrice EVF, Point Ministère de l’Enseignement Primaire, Secondaire et professionnel, 
2, Avenue des Ambassadeurs 
BP : 14 Kinshasa – Gombe G.C. 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel.  +242 810 696 896  

+242 898 227 740 
Email.  nepanepakabala@yahoo.fr 
 
Equatorial Guinea 
Absent 
 
Gabon  
Mavioga Roger NZAMBA 
Coordinnateur GDLUSIMEN 
Ministère l’Education Nationale et de l’Enseignement Supérieur, 
BP : 6813 Libreville 
Tel.  +241 715 9034 

+241 683 8852 
Email.  nzambamavioga@yahoo.fr  
 

B. EASTERN AFRICA NETWORK 
 
Burundi 
Absent 
 
Eritrea 
Abraham RUSSOM ALMEDOM 
Director, Curriculum Planning and Development  
Ministry of Education 
Department of General Education 
P.O.Box 1056 
Asmara, Eritrea 
Tel. +291 1 202 817 
 +291 1 119 977 
 +291 1 117 268 
Fax. +291 1 201 659 
Email.  abraham_russom@yahoo.com 
 
Ethiopia  
Hadish WOLDEMICHAEL 
Senior Expert for Education Sector of HIV/AIDS 
Ministry of Education 
P.O.Box 1367 
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Tel. +251 0111553133 
+251 0911729157 

Fax.  +251 0111551093  
Email.  hadishgetensay@yahoo.com 
 
Kenya 
Francis KIMOSOP 
HIV/AIDS Coordinator 
Tel.  +254 721 594 138 
Email.  kmspkorir@yahoo.com  
 
Magdalene MWELE 
Programme Officer 
AIDS Control Unit 
Tel.  +254 726 039 632 

+254 20 211 746  
Fax. +254 202 11818 
Email.  magdalenenussau@yahoo.com 

tscacu@yahoo.com  
 
Rwanda  
Viviane Mukanyirigira NIYIBIZI 
School Health Programme Manager 
Tel.  +250 830 2302 
Email.  mukaviviane@yahoo.fr  
 
Tanzania  
Letitia SAYI 
HIV&AIDS Education Programme Coordinator  
Tel.  +255 22 212 2373 (office)  

+255 784 34 1491 (mobile) 
Email.  drlsayi@yahoo.com  
 
Uganda  
Aggrey KIBENGE 
Principal Assistant Secretary 
Ministry of Education and Sports 
P.o. Box 7063 
Kampala, Uganda 
Tel.  +256 414 258 429 (office) 

+256 772 610 176 (mobile)  
Fax.  +256 414 340 685 / 230 437 / 234 920 
Email.  akibenge@education.go.ug 
 kibenge@hotmail.com 
 
Zanzibar 
Hassan Juma MUHSIN 
Focal Person 
Tel.  +255 773 170 389 
Email.  rehassjuma@yahoo.co.uk 
 

C. SOUTHERN AFRICA NETWORK 
 
Madagascar 
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Absent 
 
Malawi  
Oscar MPONDA 
HIV & AIDS Coordinator 
Ministry of Education 
Private Bag 328 
Lilongwe 3 
Tel.  +265 178 8612 (office) 

+265 831 5600 (mobile) 
Email.  oscarmponda@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Mozambique  
Teadora Magaia CASSAMO 
HIV&AIDS and SH Departmental Head 
Tel.  +258 21 490 925 (office) 

+258 828 042 080 (mobile) 
Email.  Teodora.Cassamo@mec.gov.mz 
 
The Republic of South Africa  
Faith KUMALO 
Chief Director: Health in Education 
Tel.  +271 2312 5034 
Email.  kumalo.f@doe.gov.za  
 
Swaziland 
John Sicelo HLOPHE 
Email.  johnsicelo@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Zambia 
Paul CHANDA 
Focal Person 
Tel.  +260 251 315 (office) 

+260 977 824 987 (mobile) 
Email.  paulmbotwa@yahoo.com  
 

D. WESTERN AFRICA NETWORK 
 
Benin 
Absent 
 
Burkina Faso  
Perpetue KOMI 
IEPD: Inspectrice 
Tel.  +226  7046 15 35 (mobile) 

+226 7665 26 22 
Email.  ayereou_delph@yahoo.fr 

comparap@yahoo.fr 
 
Gabrielle BANDRE  
Coordinnatrice CMLS/MESSRS 
Tel.  780 89 350 
Email.  bgabo2004@yahoo.fr 

bgabo@yahoo.fr 
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Cape Verde (Cabo Verde) 
Absent 
 
 
Cote d'Ivoire  
Yao Faustin KOFFI 
MENMINISTERE DE 
L’EDUCATION NATIONALE 
20 BP 1471 Abidjan 20 
Email.  faustin_ky@yahoo.fr 
 
The Gambia  
Amicoleh MBAYE 
Principal Education Officer - Life Skills (HIV/AIDS Coordinator) 
Department of State for Basic and Secondary Education 
Willy Thorpe Place Building 
Banjul, The Gambia 
Tel. +220 4227621 (office) 

+220 9909400 (mobile) 
+220 7717716 (mobile) 

Fax. +220 4224180Tel.   
Email.  mbayeamie@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Ghana  
Hilda EGHAN 
HIV &AIDS Coordinator 
Ministry of Education, Science and Sports 
Tel.  +233 21 661 454 

+223 277 425 198 
Fax. +233 21 679 353 
Email.  hilgan2003@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Guinea   
Balla CAMARA 
Director Santé Scolaire 
Point focal pour la lutte contre le VIH/SIDA 
Ministère de l’Enseignement Pré-Universitaire et de l’Education civique 
(MEPU-ECBP 781 – Conakry) 
Email.  camarama52@yahoo.fr  
 
Guinea-Bissau 
Absent 
 
Liberia  
Charsley Korchie KUMBLY 
HIV Coordinator 
School Health Division/MDE 
P.O. Box 9012 
Monrovia Liberia 
Tel.  +231 6574 678 
Email.  ckumbly2000@yahoo.com  
 
Mali  
Fatoumata Doumbia KIETA 
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Chef Volet Santé Scolaire 
Tel.  +231 667 387 26 
Email.  ftoumatasibiry@yahoo.fr  
 
Mauritania 
Absent 
 
Niger  
Attamaka KARIMOU 
Point Focal 
Ministère des Enseignements Secondaire et Supérieur, de la Recherche et de la Technologie 
Tel.  +227 9614 1388 
Email.  attamkarim@yahoo.fr  
 
Younoussa M. GOUMEY 
Point Focal 
Tel.  +227 272 351  

+227 9380 4215 (mobile) 
Email.  gyounoussi@yahoo.fr  
 
Nigeria  
Zulaikatu Usman MOMODU 
Deputy Director HIV&AIDS Branch 
Federal Ministry of Education 
Phase 3, Tower G, RM809 
Federal Secreteriat Complex 
Central Area 
Abuja- Nigeria  
Tel.  +234 8033 492 427 
Email.  zumsmomodu@yahoo.com 
 
Senegal  
Malick SEMBENE 
Directeur Santé Scolaire 
Ministry of Education 
PoBox 5252, Dakar, Fann, Senegal 
Tel.  +221 776 396103 

+221 338 24 86 59 
Email.  msembene@refer.sn  
 
Ababacar Gaye FALL 
Focal Point 
Email. babsgfall@hotmail.com  
 
Sierra Leone 
Maybelle A. GAMANGA 
Assistant Director/HIV/AIDS Focal Point 
Ministry of Education, Youth & Sports 
New England 
Freetown, Sierra Leone 
Tel. +232 335 40465 (mobile) 
 +232 765 51133 
Email.  amgamanga@yahoo.com 
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Togo  
Tagone NAKO 
Point Focal MEPSA 
Ministère des Enseignements Primaire et Secondaire 
Directeur des Examens et Concours/ Point Focal VHI/SIDA du dit Ministère 
BP : 986 Lomé, Togo 
Email.  tagonenako@yahoo.fr  
 
Ayité TOTAH 
Point Focal - Enseignement Technique et Formation Professionnelle 
Tel.  +228 947 8939 

+228 929 9938 
Email. totah16@yahoo.fr 
 
II. OTHERS  
 
Cote d'Ivoire  
Gbedia DAGO 
Chef Service Prevention IST/VIH-SIDA MENICI 
Tel.  +225 0770 1822 
Email. bagnon2006@live.fr  
 
DRC 
Joseph TCHIKAYA 
Consultant National 
Tel. +242 662 02 03 

+242 585 12 23 
Email. joseph_tchikaya@yahoo.fr 
 
Guinee  
Bafore Bayo BAFODE 
Email. drbbayo@yahoo.fr 
 
Senegal  
Iyane SIDIBE 
Cossel/EPT 
Email. ayanes6@gmail.com  
 
Fatimata Coumba SALL 
Suivi Evaluation 
Email. coombis@yahoo.fr  
 
El Hadj NDAO 
Email. ndawaladji@yahoo.fr 
 
Cheikhou TOURE 
Email. toure_cheikhou@yahoo.fr 
 
Papa SENE 
CILS/ Education 
Email. pm.sene@hotmail.com  
Aminata Ndianor MBODJ 
Specialiste SRH 
Email. amindianor@hotmail.com  
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Ndeye Codou Aw FALL 
Specialiste OEV 
Email. awfall2001@yahoo.fr  
 
Fatou Sabelle DIOP 
Specialiste VIH/sida 
Email. fasabelle@hotmail.com 
 
Teachers Living With HIV 
 
Kenya 
Jemimah Atieno NINDO 
Teachers Service Commission 
The Bazaar, Moi Avenue/Biashara Street Junction 
Private Bag, Nairobi 
Tel.  +254 289 2311 (office) 

+254 722 311 440 (mobile) 
Email. tscacu@yahoo.com  

nyodipo@yahoo.com 
 
Mkung PTOCH 
Moi High School - Singoi 
P O Box 17 - 50307 
Musoriot 
Tel.  +254 722 681 160 (mobile) 

+254 722 681 160 (office) 
Email: mkungptoch@yahoo.com 
 
Beldina ATIENO 
Dandora Primary School  
P.O. Box 57365  
Nairobi 
Tel.  +254 720 830813 
Email. beldina67@yahoo.com 
 
Margaret WAMBETE 
KENEPOTE 
P. O. Box 4789 
Wodanga Maragoli 
30100 Eldoret 
Tel. +254 722790745  
Email. hivteacher@yahoo.com 

wambete@yahoo.com 
 

III. ECONOMIC COMMUNITY 
 
SADC 
Absent 
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EAC   
Mr. Aloysius Chebet 
Education Specialist 
Africa Community 
Tel:  +255 27 250 4253 / 8 
Fax:   +255 27 250 4255 / 4481 
Email: chebet@eachq.org  
 
ECOWAS  
Rachel OGBE 
Education Officer 
ECOWAS, Abuja 
Email: rachelogbe@yahoo.com 
 

ECCAS 
Absent 
 
IV. DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS 
 
Deworm the World 
Lesley DRAKE 
Executive Director 
Deworm the World 
Imperial College School of Medicine 
St Mary's Campus 
Norfolk Place 
London W2 1PG 
Tel. +44 7866 458 223 
Fax:  +44 20 7262 7912 
Email: lesley.drake@imperial.ac.uk  
 
The Partnership for Child Development 
Michael BEASLEY 
Director 
Partnership for Child Development 
Dept. of Infectious Disease Epidemiology 
Imperial College Faculty of Medicine 
St. Mary's Campus - Medical School Building 
Norfolk Place 
London W2 1PG 
Tel. +44 20 7595 3262 
Fax. +44 20 7262 7912 
Email. m.beasley@imperial.ac.uk  
 
Anthi PATRIKIOS 
Operations Manager 
Partnership for Child Development 
Dept. of Infectious Disease Epidemiology 
Imperial College Faculty of Medicine 
St. Mary's Campus - Medical School Building 
Norfolk Place 
London W2 1PG 
Tel. +44 20 75943257 
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Fax. +44 20 7262 7912 
Email: anthi.patrikios@imperial.ac.uk  
 
Lucinda JOHNSON 
Programme Manager 
Partnership for Child Development 
Dept. of Infectious Disease Epidemiology 
Imperial College Faculty of Medicine 
St. Mary's Campus 
Norfolk Place 
London W2 1PG 
Tel. +44 20 7594 3255 
Fax. +44 20 7262 7912 
Email. l.johnson@imperial.ac.uk  
 
Nicola LLOYD 
Team Administrator 
Partnership for Child Development 
Dept. of Infectious Disease Epidemiology 
Imperial College Faculty of Medicine 
St. Mary's Campus - Medical School Building 
Norfolk Place 
London W2 1PG 
Tel. +44 20 7594 1941 
Fax. +44 20 7262 7912 
Email. n.lloyd@imperial.ac.uk  
 
The World Bank (Washington, D.C. Office) 
Donald BUNDY 
Lead Specialist, School Health and Nutrition,  
The World Bank, 1818 H St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20433 
Email. dbundy@worldbank.org 
 
Fahma NUR 
The World Bank, 1818 H St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20433 
Email. fnur@worldbank.org 
 
Tara O’CONNELL 
The World Bank, 1818 H St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20433 
Email. toconnell@worldbank.org 
 
Andy TEMBON 
HIV/AIDS and Education Specialist, 
The World Bank, 1818 H St., N.W. Room J7-023A 
Washington, D.C. 20433 
Email. atembon@worldbank.org 
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Appendix 3: Network Work Plans 
 

Work Plan – NETWORK of Ministry of Education HIV Focal Persons for Eastern Africa 
 

 

OVERALL OBJECTIVE To accelerate the education sector response to HIV&AIDS in the Eastern African region through stronger and better 
quality actions at the national levels 

Specific Objective # 1: Strengthen the Network of HIV&AIDS Focal Points in Eastern Africa  

Activities Responsible Timeline Expected Results  Technical Assistance 

Set up a coordination structure  The EAC/the World Bank End of January 2009 A concept note of the proposed structure To be determined. 

Elaborate and validate a framework for the 
functioning of the Network The EAC/the World Bank April 2009 

Elaborate a Memorandum Of 
Understanding (MOU) with country 
Ministries of Education that commits 
Focal Points to the Network. 

The World Bank 

Hold an initial consultative meeting for member 
States of SADC by March 2009 to explore options 
for the development of a Southern Africa Ministry 
of Education HIV&AIDS Focal Point Network. 

The EAC/SADC Secretariats March 2009 Strengthening of the Network for 
Eastern and Southern Africa. 

The World Bank/ILO/ 
UNESCO 

Convene a meeting of sub-Regional EFA/FTI 
partners by June 2009. 

The World Bank March 2009 Pooling of resources at sub-regional 
level and exchange of EFA/FTI country 
knowledge. 

The World Bank 

Liaise with the ADEA Secretariat (Paris) on the 
possibility of linking the Network 
activities/reporting to the ADEA structures and 
processes in order to enable multi-REC support 
and involvement in Network activities.  

The World Bank/PCD April 2009 A Concept Paper to be prepared and 
submitted to the ADEA Secretariat.  

The World Bank/PCD 

Form Thematic groups to facilitate more effective 
conduct of Network business, namely: 

••  Teachers living positively with 
HIV&AIDS. 

••  Ensuring access to education for orphans 
and vulnerable children.  

••  Life skills design, teaching, monitoring 
and evaluation. 

••  Integration of HIV and SHN. 

The World Bank/PCD July 2009 A Network broadened to co-opt other 
members of the education sector relevant 
to the themes. 

The World Bank/PCD 
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Work Plan – NETWORK of Ministry of Education HIV Focal Persons for Eastern Africa continued…. 
 

 

Activities Responsible Timeline Expected Results  Technical Assistance 

Convene an Annual Focal Point Network Meeting 
to be preceded and guided by a one day meeting of 
the Thematic Groups listed above.  

The World Bank/PCD/EAC/SADC December 2009 Exchange of Knowledge The World Bank/ 
development partners 

Arrange Video-Conferencing meetings for the 
Network with the support of the World Bank 
Country Offices.  

The World Bank Quarterly As above  The World Bank 

Specific Objective # 2:Mainstream the HIV&AIDS education sector response  in the EAC  functions and framework 

Work towards the finalization of the sub-regional 
EAC-led Situation Analysis Consultancy Report 
for presentation at the Technical Committee 
Meeting to be convened by the EAC Secretariat 
(Arusha) in March 2009.  

EAC/PCD/the World Bank March 2009   Documentation of good practices. 
Recommendations to the EAC Council 
of Ministers on specific roles of the EAC 
Secretariats in supporting partner states. 

The World Bank/PCD  

Prepare a Draft Country Tool Kit for 
mainstreaming HIV&AIDS in education sub-
sectors. 

The World Bank  April 2009 Guidelines for mainstreaming 
HIV&AIDS responses in different 
education subsectors. 

To be determined. 

Specific Objective # 3: Develop the capacities of the Ministry of Education Focal Points to support the mainstreaming of the HIV&AIDS response  

Organize a meeting and a training session on the 
role of the Focal Points in supporting the 
mainstreaming of HIV&AIDS responses in the 
education sector 

The World Bank/EAC/UNAIDS December 2009 Simple home grown guidelines. To be determined. 

Specific Objective # 4: Initiate and maintain a database of key indicators on the impact  and responses to HIV&AIDS in the EAC region  

Maintain a database of state of the education sector 
response in the Eastern and Southern African 
countries. 

As above  December 2009 A functional and accessible database 
at/with the EAC 

To be determined. 
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Work Plan – NETWORK of Ministry of Education HIV Focal Persons for ECOWAS and Mauritania 
 

 

OVERALL OBJECTIVE To accelerate the education sector response to HIV&AIDS in the ECOWAS and Mauritania through stronger and 
better quality targeted actions at the national levels 

Specific Objective # 1: Strengthen the framework for sharing experiences and information  

Activities Responsible Timeline Expected Results  Technical Assistance 

Set up a Coordination structure for the Network 
activities. 

Focal Points December 2008 Members of Coordination Committee are 
designated. 

World Bank/PCD/ 
ECOWAS/UNESCO-
BREDA 

Elaborate and validate a framework for the 
functioning of the Network. 

Coordinating Committee March 2009 Framework validated and Network functional.  World Bank/ PCD/ 
ECOWAS/ UNESCO-
BREDA 

Organize three study tours for Network members 
to share best capacities and to build capacities of 
Focal Points. 

Coordinating Committee/the World 
Bank/PCD/UNESCO-BREDA 

May/December 
2009 

Study tours conducted, Report produced and 
disseminated. 

World Bank/PCD/ 
ECOWAS/UNESCO-
BREDA 

Improve production and dissemination of the 
Newsletter (once a year). 

To be determined.  September 2009 Newsletter is published and disseminated. World Bank/Focal Points/ 
UNESCO/PCD/UNICEF 

Share research findings and feed the website 
regularly. 

Coordinating Committee/Focal 
Points 

November/ 
December 2009 

Website functional and regular publication. PCD/UNESCO 

Conduct an Annual Meeting for ECOWAS Focal 
Points in 2009 to share information and 
experiences. 

Coordinating Committee/the World 
Bank/PCD/UNESCO-BREDA 

December 2009 Report on Annual Meeting. Focal Points/all 
development partners 

Specific Objective # 2: Promote best practices 

Document and disseminate good practices: 
••  Sectoral strategy 
••  VCT 
••  Mainstreaming HIV&AIDS in school 

curricula 
••  Teacher Training  
••  Orphans and vulnerable children 
••  Reproductive health 

Focal Points/UNESCO-
BREDA/the World Bank to 
elaborate a Work Plan/strategy 

March/December 
2009 Documentation of available good practices. 

Ministries of Education/ 
development 
partners/UNESCO-IBE/ 
IIEP/UNICEF/PCD 
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Work Plan – NETWORK of Ministry of Education HIV Focal Persons for ECOWAS and Mauritania continued 

 
 
 
 

 

Activities Responsible Timeline Expected Results  Technical Assistance 

Specific Objective # 3: Inform the Ministry of Education Conference about the progress of the education sector response to HIV&AIDS in the region 

Elaborate Annual Report for 2009 implemented 
activities. 

Network Coordination structure November/ 
December 2009 

Reports from Focal Points collected, 
synthesized and disseminated. 

Focal Points/PCD/the 
World Bank/ECOWAS 

Specific Objective # 4:  Advocate for general commitment and support to the education sector response to HIV&AIDS  

Organize 2 day training during the Annual 
Meeting on resource mobilization and advocacy. 

The World Bank/PCD/UNESCO-
BREDA/ECOWAS,/Coordinating 
Committee 

November/ 
December 2009 

Training Report. 
PCD/the World Bank/other 
development partners 

Specific Objective # 5: Monitor and evaluate the activities of the Network 

Monitor and evaluate the activities of the 
Network. 

Coordinating Committee 3 Quarterly - 
December 2009 

4 Reports available. The World Bank/PCD, 
ECOWAS/UNESCO 
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Work Plan – NETWORK of Ministry of Education HIV Focal Persons for Central Africa 
 

OVERALL OBJECTIVE Support Central African countries to accelerate the education sector response to HIV&AIDS  

Specific Objective # 1:  Create a framework to exchange experiences and information and to propose recommendations 

Activities Responsible Timeline Expected Results  Technical Assistance 

Create and disseminate a Journal − 2 per year  
(electronic and paper versions) 

Technical and Financial Partners 2009  Bulletin disseminated. Technical and Financial 
Partners 

Study tour to share information. Morocco/Libya 2009 
 

 Technical and Financial 
Partners 

Create internet communication. Network Coordination To Be Determined Website otf 

Create a website and a common database. Provide 
data for the website. 

Network Coordination 1st Trimester 2009 Website Technical and Financial 
Partners 

Organize an Annual Meeting to share and 
exchange information and experiences. 

Technical and Financial Partners To Be Determined Annual Meetings organized. Technical and Financial 
Partners 

Document and disseminate the good practices: 
••  Sectoral HIV&AIDS policy 
••  VCT 
••  Integration of HIV into the school 

curricula 
••  Teacher training 

(written and audiovisual documents) 

Network Coordination 2009 Documents of good practices. Technical and Financial 
Partners 

Develop instruments for the transfer of good 
practices. 

Network Coordination 2009 Website Technical and Financial 
Partners 

Prepare and disseminate the Report of the last 5 
years on the situation in the regions to the 
Ministries of Education and Health in the ECCAS 
countries. 

Network Coordination 2009 Report disseminated. Technical and Financial 
Partners 
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Work Plan – NETWORK of Ministry of Education HIV Focal Persons for Central Africa continued… 
 

Activities Responsible Timeline Expected Results  Technical 
Assistance 

Put HIV&AIDS in every Press and Information 
organizations. 

Network Coordination/National 
Focal Points 

2009 HIV in Press organizations. To be determined 

Undertake the promotion of the Network. Network Coordination/National 
Focal Points 

2009 Number of support promotion products 
produced. 

Technical and 
Financial Partners 

Develop advocacy approaches and tools towards 
priority targets (NAC and development/financial 
partners etc.) 

Coordination Structure/all Focal 
Points 

2009 Instruments available. Technical and 
Financial Partners 

Identify key advocacy themes (e.g. importance of 
the role of the education sector in the prevention 
and control of HIV&AIDS; strengthening of the 
human resources available to the Focal Points etc.) 

Coordination Structure/all Focal 
Points 

2009 Documents concerning the themes 
identified. 

Technical and 
Financial Partners 

Specific Objective # 2:  Strengthen the capacity of the Focal Points 
Organize training sessions on specific themes as a 
function of the needs of the moment (e.g. 
advocate, planning, coordination, evaluation, etc.) 

Coordination Structure/all Focal 
Points 

2009 Training Sessions organized.  Technical and 
Financial Partners 

Specific Objective # 3:  Ensure the monitoring of the response 

Adopt a common framework for collection of 
information and data available  

Coordination Structure/all Focal 
Points 

2009 Common framework adopted. Technical and 
Financial Partners 

Maintain a database on the state of the response of 
the education sector in ECCAS.  

Coordination Structure/all Focal 
Points 

2009 Database available. Technical and 
Financial Partners 

Specific Objective # 4:  Develop inter and intra-regional partnerships 
 

Identify and list partner structures at all levels. Coordination Structure/all Focal 
Points 

2009 List of partners available. 

 

Technical and 
Financial Partners 

  43



44

Work Plan – Support for Teachers Living With HIV&AIDS  
 

 
 

OVERALL OBJECTIVE Facilitate the creation and maintenance of stronger and better quality actions and services for Teachers Living 
With HIV&AIDS (TLWHA) at national and regional levels. 

Specific Objective # 1:  Launch a satellite Network of TLWHA and HIV Focal Points in sub-Saharan Africa 

Activities Responsible Timeline Expected Results  Technical 
Assistance 

Establish a sub-regional coordination structure. Technical and Financial 
Partners 

2009 Description of the proposed structure. To Be Determined 

Elaborate and validate a framework for the 
functioning of the Network. 

Technical and Financial 
Partners 

June 2009 
MOU with the National Ministries of Education 
committed to providing the basic frameworks to 
support TLWHA. 

To Be Determined 

Specific Objective # 2:  Support the integration of TLWHA in RECs and corresponding unions 

Brief evaluation of the needs and systematic 
analysis of the impact of HIV&AIDS on the 
teachers and the support that is provided to 
them. 

Technical and Financial 
Partners 

To Be 
Determined 

Document the good practices. 

Recommendations to the REC and regional 
union structures on their specific roles towards 
TLWHA. 

To Be Determined 

Specific Objective # 3:  Strengthen the capacities of the associations of TLWHA to advocate for their members in their different countries 

Organization of training on the role of advocacy 
by the Associations of TLWHA for their 
members. 

Technical and Financial 
Partners   

To Be 
Determined 

Simple recommendations elaborated. To Be Determined 

  



Appendix 4: Focal Points and Network Terms of Reference 
 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

A. ROLES OF THE FOCAL POINTS 
 
In most of the Ministries of Education in sub-Saharan Africa, there is a unit that has been 
created to be responsible for the education sector response to the HIV&AIDS epidemic. In 
some countries, it is a unit by itself while in others it is part of the ‘school health’ unit or 
subsumed by the ‘family life health education’ unit. 
 
In the unit that is responsible for the education sector response to the HIV&AIDS epidemic, 
there is usually an appointed ministerial staff that is either a full or part-time staff to coordinate 
work on HIV&AIDS. This person appointed by the Minister of Education has been called a 
Focal Point person or a coordinator in some countries. Though the situation is gradually 
improving, the unit has in many countries been the responsibility of a single individual. In any 
case, the existence of a unit and a Focal Point person within a Ministry of Education is 
evidence that the Ministry of Education is taking responsibility for the response to the 
HIV&AIDS epidemic. 
 
After 5 years of the ‘accelerate initiative’, this is an appropriate time to review the Terms of 
Reference for the Focal Points. After a discussion with the three networks of Ministry of 
Education Focal Points (Eastern and Southern Network, West and Central Africa Networks), 
the role of the Focal Points can be summarized as follows: 
 

Coordination, planning and management 
• Participate in the inter-ministerial HIV/AIDS Committee (taskforce) put in place within 

the Ministry of Education for the better coordination and implementation of HIV&AIDS 
activities and programs within the education sector. 

• Coordinate HIV&AIDS work between the Ministry of Education, other stakeholders, 
Teacher Unions and the Ministry of Health by establishing channels of communication 
with the aim of an effective collaboration. 

• Work with Teacher Unions and other associations including those for teachers living 
with HIV&AIDS to identify priority activities, proposals and projects for HIV prevention 
that can be submitted for funding by either the Ministry or by other stakeholders in the 
sector. 

• Prepare Ministerial sector strategic and Action Plans with inputs from sub-national 
levels. 

• Identify areas that need technical assistance for a successful response of the education 
sector to the epidemic. 

• Coordinate sub-national responses to the HIV&AIDS epidemic and lead the process of 
developing indicators for Monitoring at the level of schools. 

• Create/maintain strong partnerships with all stakeholders within the sector. 
• Participate in the design and implementation of monitoring and evaluation of 

HIV&AIDS education activities and interventions in the education sector.  
• Serve as the interface between the Ministry of Education and the National AIDS 

authority as well as with the national and international stakeholders 
• Facilitate the mainstreaming of HIV&AIDS into the education sector plan and enhance 

mainstreaming HIV&AIDS in sub-sectors of the Ministry of Education. 
• Identify strategies and actions that will enable other stakeholders to integrate 

HIV&AIDS concerns in their different areas of work.  
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Mobilizing of resources  
• Advocate for funding from both national and international stakeholders.  
• Mobilize resources and where possible harmonize donor funding to sector priorities. 
 
Care and support 
• Ensure care and support for educators and learners by the Ministry of Education. 
• Work with Teacher Unions and other stakeholders to ensure that VCT is readily 

available and accessible to teachers in both urban and rural areas.  
 
Information and research 
• Collect, analyze and disseminate data on HIV&AIDS activities within the education 

sector to stakeholders on a regular basis, such as bi-annually, quarterly or annually as the 
case might be. 

• Propose and take part in operational research as concerns the response of the education 
sector to the HIV&AIDS epidemic. 

• Provide information to the public on a regular basis to increase awareness of the impact 
of HIV&AIDS on supply, demand and quality of education and what the education 
sector is doing in response to the impacts identified. 

• Establish and maintain up-to-date database on HIV&AIDS and education (i.e. 
organizations, inventory of experts involved in HIV&AIDS and education activities in 
different parts of the country, resources persons, training materials and audiovisuals, and 
bibliographic references). 

• Advocate for the organization of a National workshop to accelerate the education sector 
response to HIV&AIDS epidemic, if this has not already been done. 

• Develop and share instructive materials with and about experiences of HIV-positive 
teachers. 

• Document and disseminate good practices. 
 
Network 
• Develop Work Plans for Networks. 
• Elaborate periodic reports of activities which should be shared with the Network on a bi-

annual basis.  
• Participate in the management and coordination of the Network.  
• Propose and take part in operational research as concerns the response of the education 

sector to the HIV&AIDS epidemic. 
 
B. ROLES OF THE NETWORK 
 

• Provide a framework through which to share information, experiences, and promote 
good practices.  

• Provide technical guidance and progress updates through Focal Points to the Ministers of 
Education.  

• Advocate for a broad-based commitment and support to the education sector response to 
the HIV&AIDS epidemic at the sub-regional level. 

• Provide proposition of guidelines for education sector policy, planning and management 
of HIV&AIDS with respect to achieving EFA goals. 

• Provide task guidelines to, and build capacity of the HIV&AIDS Focal Points. 
• Monitor the progress of the response in the countries that make up the Network. 
• Strengthen communication between member countries of the Network. 
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