WA Sub-Regional Workshop to “Accelerate the Education Sector Response to HIV/AIDS”

Ghana (CRESTA ROYALE HOTEL, 2ND - 6TH AUGUST 2004)

Final communiqué

We the participants of the West Africa sub-regional workshop on HIV/AIDS, recognizing the menace HIV/AIDS represents to Africa’s development and to the achievement of Education for All, and the central role that education can play in prevention, are working actively to accelerate the education sector response to HIV/AIDS in all our countries.

At the regional level, the Ministry of Education HIV/AIDS focal persons from The Gambia, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Senegal have determined to implement the regional objectives of the ECOWAS HIV/AIDS education priority programme agreed upon at the second Ministers of Education Conference held in Accra from 9-10 January 2004. This programme calls for the creation of a network for consultation, exchange and sharing of experiences among actors in the field of HIV/AIDS education in ECOWAS member states.

This network is launched today, August 6th 2004 and seeks to engage the ministries of education of all 15 countries in the ECOWAS sub-region by November 2004 when Senegal will host the second sub-regional workshop on HIV/AIDS. The results of these efforts will be reported to the next ECOWAS meeting of Education Ministers. 

We the participants call upon development agencies, bilateral donors and Civil Society to deepen and strengthen their support for the education response to HIV/AIDS in West Africa. In particular we ask for the continuing support of UNICEF and the World Bank in their coordination of the UNAIDS Inter-Agency Task Team Working Group to accelerate the education sector response in West Africa, and UNESCO’s Regional Office for Education in Africa in its advocacy for the ECOWAS HIV/AIDS education priority programme.

